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Alumni, students added to Scholars’ Wall 

Harvard Professor and former Potomac State student Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
donated funds for an academic achievement wall in front of Academy Hall. 
When his early college mentor Dr. Tony Whitmore passed away, Gates asked 
that Whitmore’s name become apart of the wall, which is now called the Duke 
Anthony Whitmore and Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Academic Achievement Wall. 

As part of Honors Weekend, five new names were etched on that wall. Pictured 
left to right are Connie Kesecker, widow of Dr. Tony Whitmore; Morgan Davis, 
son of the late Professor Richard Davis; students Leah Hershberger, Lauren 
Rosedale, and Alicia Loy; alumnus Dr. Albert Barr, and President Leonard 
Colelli. Davis, Barr, Hershberger, Rosedale and Loy were added to the wall. 
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Commencement is May 9 


By Cheri Alt 
Staff Writer 

Potomac State's 2015 
graduation ceremony is set 
for Saturday, May 9 at 1 1 
a.m. in the Church-McKee 
Arts Center auditorium. 
This is Potomac State's 
112th commencement. 

Graduates are to line up 
outside the Arts Center by 
10:30 a.m. The marshals 
will assist graduates in 
finding their proper posi- 
tion. Graduates are urged 
to be on time. Should an 
emergency arise that pre- 
vents a graduate from at- 
tending graduation or a 
graduate does not wish 
to participate, please no- 
tify Enrollment Services at 
304-788-6820. 

Although there is no lim- 
it on the number of guests 
who can attend the cer- 
emony for each graduate, 
the college asks graduates 
to be aware of the limited 
seating available inside the 
auditorium. 

Students and their 
guests are cordially invited 
to attend a reception im- 


personnel who are 
participating in 
commencement. 
Red, white and 
blue cords will be 
made available to 
service members 
at Enrollment Ser- 
vices. If the stu- 
dent is not cur- 
rently receiving VA 
educational ben- 
efits, the student 
will need to bring 
documentation of 
military service. 
Dr. Justin van Fleet Cords may be 

mediately following Com- worn over academic regalia 



mencement at the Arts 
Center. 

Graduation practice will 
be held Friday, May 8, at 7 
p.m. at the Church-McKee 
Arts Center. Seating as- 
signments will be made at 
practice. 

A photographer will be 
available at practice to take 
orders for individual pho- 
tos of the diploma-granting 
portion of the ceremony. 

Potomac State College is 
proud to formally recognize 
current and former military 



Extended library hours 

The Mary F. Shipper Library is open tonight and 
Thursday night until midnight Friday’s hours are 8 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. For finals week . , the library is 
open Sunday , May 3 from 1 p.m. - midnight; Mon- 
day through Wednesday , 8 a.m. - midnight; Thurs- 
day , . 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. and Friday , 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


during the ceremony. 

Each graduate and two 
guests are invited to attend 
a reception in the gradu- 
ates' honor on Friday, May 
8, from 6-7 p.m. in the Da- 
vis Conference Center. All 
graduates will be eligible 
for door -prize drawings. 

This year's commence- 
ment speaker is Dr. Justin 
van Fleet, chief of staff for 
the United Nations Special 
Envoy for Global Educa- 
tion. van Fleet and his staff 
document and seek reso- 
lution for diverse crises in 
education such as the re- 
cent attack on a university 
in Kenya; the bombing of 
schools in Syria; the kid- 
napping of female students 
in Nigeria; and the milita- 
rization of schools around 
the world. 

The current Special En- 
voy for Global Education 
is Gordon Brown, former 
prime minister of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 

van Fleet also serves on 

Turn to Page 3 



Got elm? We do! 


By Damian Powell, Campus News Editor 

The American elm tree growing next to the college li- 
brary has been on the National Honor Roll of Historic 
Elms for a decade. PSC President Leonard Colelli offi- 
cially recognized the elm on Earth Day 2015 through an 
email to the campus community. 

This recognition is thanks to the initiative of Kathryn 
Ludwick, information systems specialist on campus. 

She contacted the Elm Research Institute in Keene, 

N.H. in 2005. They responded “with profound pleasure 
and gratification that we designate your elm as a land- 
mark specimen." 

Ludwick was “tickled pink” when she got the news. 

The Institute estimates that approximately 5,000 trees 
of this stature remain in the U.S. PSC's landscaper 
George Cayton estimates the tree to be nearing 100 
years old. Elms can live to be 200-300 years old, but 
many have died from Dutch elm disease. 

Ludwick took a special interest in the elm when she 
was enrolled as a student here, in a horticulture class. 
Trees and Shrubs, taught by the late Professor Don 
Starcher, required students to identify trees and shrubs 
on campus and in the local Keyser neighborhood. When 
Ludwick first identified the elm she thought to herself 
wait, this cannot be, because large elms are so rare. 

Professor Starcher's theory about this elm's survival 
was the tree's location - up on a hill away from other 
elms that might spread the disease. 

An Honor Roll of Historic Elms plaque has been is- 
sued to the college and Ludwick hopes the college will 
host a plaque ceremony in the future. 
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Elmaleh shows art; old time music plays 


Photo by Travis Ferrell 

Weaver wraps up first full year 

By Travis Ferrell, Editor 

Amy Weaver is a visiting first-year instructor for busi- 
ness technology. She started her career in Mineral Coun- 
ty schools as a substitute teacher. Weaver came back to 
PSC in the spring of 2013 as an adjunct instructor teach- 
ing computer science. 

She began her education here at Potomac State, where 
she earned an associate degree in general education. 
Weaver went on to Frostburg State University to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in business management, with a focus 
in management. 

Weaver continued her education at Marshall University 
where she earned a master’s degree in education, with a 
focus in business education. 

Weaver said, “I started working on my master’s degree 
after my oldest son was born and finished my student 
teaching after my second child. I look back now and won- 
der how I did it, but we survived. At present, with four 
kids, life always seems chaotic, especially now that they 
are becoming more involved in sports. 

“We spend most of our evenings running to various ac- 
tivities. I was nervous about taking a full-time position, 
but the daily routine has actually been good for them 
and for me. I enjoy coming to work, which also makes life 
easier,” said Weaver. 

Weaver said, “Returning to Potomac State to teach al- 
lows me to give back to the campus I once attended. 

“I love the small campus atmosphere of PSC and hav- 
ing the ability to get to know each of my students.” 

Weaver and close family will soon open a business in 
nearby Fort Ashby. Weaver said, “I not only teach busi- 
ness technology, but I also put my lessons to practice.” 

Weaver is currently the faculty co-adviser for Cata- 
mounts Against Cancer, and she will be on the class 
schedule for the upcoming fall semester. 


By Lauren Rosedale 
Contributing Writer 

On Tuesday, April 21, a 
night of photography, mu- 
sic, and history was cele- 
brated in the Mary F. Ship- 
per Library. 

The evening began with 
a presentation by photog- 
rapher Lisa Elmaleh, a 
specialist in the now little- 
used art of wet photog- 
raphy, creating tintypes 
and glass negatives out of 
strong smelling mixtures 
of chemicals in the back 
of her truck, in which she 
has constructed a portable 
darkroom. 

The pictures appear as 
though they could be some 
of the best preserved arti- 
facts of the 1860s, but tiny 
nods of the present creep 
through most: a pair of 
sweat pants, some tennis 
shoes. 

Elmaleh began working 
with wet photography in 
the Everglades, preserving 
the rapidly dwindling eco- 
system in the same way it 
would have been captured 
when the glades stretched 
to their peaks. 

After that collection, 
the fateful wedding of a 
friend introduced her to 
a group of old time musi- 
cians. Since then, Elmaleh 
has traveled up and down 
the Appalachians, paying 
homage to the players of 
this often overlooked mu- 
sic style in her often forgot- 
ten style of photography. 

The second half of the 
program featured some 
of the musicians from El- 
maleh’s photography. 

“Buck Mountain and 
Members of Rebel Union” 
string band played a vari- 


Exit loan counseling required 


All student loan borrow- 
ers at Potomac State are 
required to complete exit 
loan counseling before 
graduating, transferring, 
or leaving school or after 
dropping below half-time 
status. This includes stu- 
dents changing campus 
from PSC to Morgantown. 

Since repayment of stu- 
dent loans is a serious 
obligation, students must 
complete exit loan counsel- 
ing even though they may 
be re-enrolling at Potomac 
State. An e-mail was sent 


to spring graduates in early 
April from WVU’s loan ser- 
vicer, Heartland Campus 
Solutions / ECSI (ECSI) , re- 
quiring completion of loan 
exit counseling. If the exit 
counseling has not been 
completed within the time 
frame specified, reminder 
postcards will be sent to 
the students’ permanent 
mailing addresses. 

At that time spring grad- 
uates who have not com- 
pleted the exit counseling 
requirement will have a 
hold placed on their Uni- 


versity records. The hold 
prohibits the students 
from obtaining transcripts 
or grades and from regis- 
tering for classes at West 
Virginia University and its 
regional campuses. Once 
the exit counseling re- 
quirement is completed, 
the hold will be released. 

Students who are not re- 
turning for the Fall 2015 
term should contact the 
WVU Office of Student Ac- 
counts at 304-293-4006 to 
implement the exit coun- 
seling process. 



ety of songs and spoke of 
the tradition of old time 
music, a precursor to blue- 
grass and part of the house 
party/ dancing/ porch-set- 
ting Appalachian tradition. 

The music was at its peak 
of popularity from 100-150 


years ago and draws its 
roots from English, Irish, 
German, Scottish, and Af- 
rican folk music. 

This music was not writ- 
ten down and rarely re- 
corded. All of it was passed 
down through generations 
of musicians who learned 
to play by ear at their el- 
ders’ sides on instruments 
crafted by their own hands. 

Two homemade instru- 
ments were featured, one 
a fiddle made from an 
old-fashioned cigar box, 
and the other a mountain 
banjo built by Keyser High 
School junior Noah Cline. 

The music is conversa- 
tional, relaxed, and friend- 
ly. One PSC student, fresh- 
man James Riley, joined in 
on banjo along with librar- 
ian and event organizer 
David Miller on guitar. 


New student registrations 
begin in April; next in May 



Potomac State Orientation days , registering new students 
for fall classes , have begun. After three Friday registra- 
tions in April , the summer registrations begin the sec- 
ond week in May. Current students may register for fall 
classes in MIX. See your academic adviser for a PIN. Pic- 
tured above , the PSO staff includes Michelle House , En- 
rollment Services ; Debi Wilson , Academic Dean's Office ; 
and Chris Hess , coordinator ofPSOs. Hess commented 
that new student enrollment is ahead of last year at this 
time. Pictured below , Sociology Associate Professor Mollie 
Ravenscroft advises a new student. 
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Students honored at 75th annual Recognition Day 



Leah Hershberger has been named the E. William No- 
land Outstanding Student for 2015. She is a sophomore 
from Martinsburg, Pa., majoring in resource manage- 
ment. Hersberger was a leading scorer for the Lady Cats 
basketball team and served as captain. She serves as 
the student representative for the PSC Social Justice 
Committee, is an Academic Success Honoree and was 
a finalist for Homecoming Queen. Leah says a favorite 
quote by famed Green Bay Packers Coach Vince Lom- 
bardi encompasses her mindset, “Perfection is not at- 
tainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch excel- 
lence.” She is pic tured with President Leonard Colel li . 

Commencement from page 1 

the advisory board of the Global Business Coalition for 
Education. He works with the UK children's charity, 
Theirworld, founded by Sarah Brown, and is a nonresi- 
dent fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

van Fleet graduated with his doctorate degree from the 
University of Maryland in International Education Poli- 
cy and holds a master's degree from Harvard University 
in the same field. He's originally from La Vale, Md., hav- 
ing graduated from Allegany High School and Frostburg 
State University where he studied International Studies 
and Spanish. 

van Fleet has previously served as Deputy Chair for 
Education at the Clinton Global Initiative, as an Instruc- 
tor at the University of Maryland and as Associate Direc- 
tor of the Council on Foreign Relations Center for Univer- 
sal Education. 

He has consulted for various international and nation- 
al organizations and foundations. 

He served on the Board of Trustees of Creative Minds 
International Public Charter School in Washington, D.C. 
from 2011-2015. 

He has been published in dozens of publications and 
has made equally as many conference presentations on 
philanthropy, public-private partnerships, global citizen- 
ship, and education in developing countries. 

Currently, van Fleet is working with the UN and global 
partners to ensure a place in school for the 58 million 
children worldwide denied the right to education and is 
supporting the “Up For School” campaign which aims 
to be the largest petition in history advocating for world 
leaders to deliver on the promise of the right to educa- 
tion. 


The Seventy-fifth Annual Recognition Day ; sponsored by Potomac State 
College’s Sigma Phi Omega Honor Society ; was held in the auditorium of the 
Church-McKee Arts Center on Sunday , April 26. Students were recognized 
for their academic and their service achievements. Pictured below are faculty 
presenters and the students who won awards. Sigma Phi Omega is the 
campus honor society , accepting students with high GPA and two forms of 
service to the campus community. A banquet followed Recognition Day. 



Chad Walker won the 


Keyser Rotary Service 
Above Self Award, 
presented by Professor 
Emeritus Dinah Courrier 



Professor Gerald Wilcox presented the W.E. Michael 
Biology Award to Elizabeth Moore. He presented the 
Human Anatomy and Physiology Award to Shannon 
Harmon Kerr. He also presented the General Biology 
Award to Theodore Sova (not pictured) 




Norma Hart was named 
the Outstanding Business 
Management Student 


Damian Powell , Isaac 
Ferebee, and Travis Ferrell 
were recognized for their 
work in student journalism 
as sophomore journalism 
majors by Professor Fred 
Jacoby 


The Mauzy-Harris History 
Award was presented to 
Travis Ferrell and Jeffrey 
Swick by History Instructor 
Cassandra Pritts. 




Professor Henry Falkowski awarded the Morris Organic 
Chemistry Award to Todd Welch and the Powell General 
Chemistry Award to Cheyenne Earle 



The Outstanding Senior 
Criminal Justice Student 
was Joshua Allen Myers 



Three awards were given by Associate Professor of Forestry Jeff Jones: Outstanding 
Forestry Sophomore to Emily Ashcraft; the Don Starcher Outstanding Ag and Forestry 
Freshman to Jaclyn Cleaver; and Outstanding Ag Sophomore to Tyler Bradford 
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Six Potomac State employees will retire this summer 


Carol Wertman 
retired from the 
Service Office and 
Business Office in 
August 2014 : Carol 
brought a smile to 
her job every day. 
When she moved to 
the Service Office she 
became to face of the 
college as she was 
often the first person 
to greet visitors and 
help new students 
find their classes. She 
was especially proud 
that her daughter 
Ronda earned a 
journalism degree 
from Potomac State. 


The PS C Social Club honors those retiring or employed for 25 years: May 1 


Karen Peer, senior 


administrative 


Fred Jacoby, Journalism 
Professor: This thing called 
retirement won't seem real until 
August :, when I would ordinarily 
be prepping like mad for the fall 
semester. But this fall will be family 
travel time: maybe OC, maybe 
the Clark Fork , maybe the French 
Quarter ; maybe a rail-trail ride. 

I will miss my colleagues. We 
have a wonderful faculty and staff 
at the college. My office is upstairs 
and away from the action , so I take 
walks to everyone else’s office for 
my morning breaks from textbook 
reading. I will miss my students. 
Students never fail to bring comment 
and current events and chaos to my 
classes - all welcomed. The yellow 
sheet (assignment sheet) is only a 
rough outline of what happens in 
class , especially journalism. I will 
miss Pasquino, the interesting article 
ideas and the blown assignments , 
the well-composed and the blurred 
pictures , the deadlines. This issue 
completes 94 years of publication 
and I have the second longest tenure 
as faculty adviser (Dr. Atwater 
advised for 39 years; I have 31.). 

I won't miss the 40-minute drive ; 
one way. But hey , there's always a 
parking spot at 7:45 a.m. 


Jill Gardner, college librarian: Potomac State College 
has been part of my life forever. I was born in what is 
now Catamount Place. When my mother returned home 
after WWII and attended Potomac State ; she brought me 
to campus for the annual Easter Egg Hunt on the steep 
hill between what is now the Library and Route 220. 

I returned as a student in 1 968 and then as a Library 
employee in 1 986. It is difficult to express how much 
I love this campus and the many students and staff I 
have been privileged to call friends my entire life. I have 
fond memories as a student acting on the newly built 
stage at Church McKee , watching Academy Hall be built, 
writing for the Pasquino and playing Back Alley daily 
in the Student Union. I can honestly say my two years 
as a student are among the happiest in my life. When I 
returned to campus as an employee , I had the privilege 
of working alongside three people who Potomac State 
College was grieved to lose during my tenure here; the 
late Don Starcher, who had attended Potomac State 
with me, Dr. Lester Beavers, and Dr. Tony Whitmore, my 
mentor who helped me grow into the person I am today. 
One highlight of my career has been witnessing people 
grow as a result of their time here. I have seen Upward 
Bound students visit as middle schoolers, later enroll in 


classes as undergraduates, and then go on to graduate 
school and attain success in the workforce. As the 
Library Director, I want to acknowledge the evolution of 
my staff and express my gratitude to all of them for their 
dedication to the Library and for their friendship over 
the years. I would also like to sincerely acknowledge the 
mentoring that I received by the directors who preceded 
me, Betty Howard and Jean Burton. 


assistant: When I 


graduated from Potomac 
State with an Associate of 
Arts degree in Secretarial 
Science, I never dreamed 
of working here someday. 
Many career changes 
have occurred during my 
40 years as a secretary/ 
administrative assistant, 
and many changes in 
leadership have taken 
place during the past 32 
years that I have worked 
in the President's Office at 
Potomac State. 


I learned to type on 
a manual typewriter, 
making carbon copies and 
erasing mistakes with a 
typing eraser. Today's 
technology permits much 
easier and more efficient 
word processing and 
communication. Also, 
a secretary used to be 
responsible for scheduling 
all appointments for her boss, but that has changed as well thanks to technology that 
allows people to correspond directly without going through a secretary / administrative 
assistant. I have worked for a total of nine leaders of the College, each with his or her 
own unique leadership style, but all with the ultimate goal of doing what they felt was 
best for Potomac State College. Each has left an important mark on the College, and it 
was a pleasure to work for them and to be a part of those changes. 

Because Potomac State is small, we get to know most of the people with whom we 
work, and I have been fortunate to work with some very nice people. I treasure the 
friendships and memories I have made at Potomac State over the past 32 years. 
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Libby Kalbaugh, Alumni/Development Associate : 

I have particularly enjoyed working with the Campus- 
Community Ministry Club. I love giving my students a 
hug of encouragement and maybe a kick in the pants 
when they need it 

I have enjoyed watching students grow outside of the 
classroom , especially on the Hurricane Sandy relief trips 
and the Habitat for Humanity home building. I have been 
on six of those spring break trips. The students call me , 
“Momma. ” 

As coordinator of the Alumni Office , I have had the 
pleasure of meeting wonderful alumni. I have made 
lifelong friends with some of these former PSC students. 
Looking back over my years in the Alumni Office , I have 
to say that “We have come a long way , baby. ” The Davis 
Conference Center makes Homecoming and Honors 
Weekend and the Etiquette Dinner so much easier and 
nicer. We used to ask the weekend students to eat in the 
Student Union when we had a Saturday night function 
in the dining area. The Homecoming Banquet used to be 
in the gym with a tarp-covered floor and folding metal 
chairs. The Heritage Room in University Place is also a 
nice facility for alumni functions. 

25 years of service 

Michael T. Cannon , Ser- 
geant , University Police: 

I enjoy having the chance 
to help people. I really like 
getting to know people from 
different areas. I also like 
not knowing what I will en- 
counter from day to day. 


Linda Bane, assistant 
college librarian: I love 
being able to help students 
find the information they 
need and teaching them 
how to evaluate informa- 
tion so that they can make 
sound decisions based on 
quality sources. 



PS& People 

Outstanding staff, faculty honored 



Bernadette “Bernie” Capaldi, adminis- 
trative assistant in the Business Office, 
was named the Outstanding Staff Person 
of the Year, last week. 

Capaldi said, “I am honored that some- 
one would choose me for an award. There 
are many staff members on campus that 
are deserving of this award.” 

Capaldi said “dedication to the college 
with a desire to help and support stu- 
dents, staff and faculty” are factors mak- 
ing an outstanding staff person. 

Capaldi works with students to resolve 
financial concerns at the college. “I coun- 
sel students regarding their bill and their 
payment plan options.” 

Capaldi, at PSC for 17 years, started in 
the college's telephone office, billing stu- 
dents for long-distance charges on dorm 
phones. The era of the cell phone has 
made that position obsolete, she said. 


History Instructor Cassandra Pritts was 
chosen as the Outstanding Professor of 
the Year, last week. 

“It is a great honor to be named this 
year's Outstanding Professor, and I feel 
blessed to be awarded for doing some- 
thing that I love,” said Pritts. 

I tell students to stay engaged in all 
your classes. Don't just “try to pass”; do 
your very best on all graded work. Don't 
hesitate to ask your professors for help. 
Don't become distracted by the party at- 
mosphere. 

Pritts believes that an outstanding pro- 
fessor has a positive and cheerful attitude 
in the classroom, is consistently prepared 
for class, strives for excellence in the 
teaching profession, and expects excel- 
lence from students. 

She says “be passionate about your sub- 
ject and care deeply for your students.” 


JeffHelmick , theatre 
technician at the 
Church-McKee Arts 
Center: I have enjoyed my 
time here at Potomac State 
College , taking care of the 
Church-McKee Arts Center. 

I remember in those first 
years some of the jokers 
in maintenance would 
come up to the Arts Center 
and tell me that the boss 
wanted to see me. I ran 
down there and waited by 
his office until he asked , 

“What are you doing here?” 

I pretty soon figured what 
was going on. 

For most of my career , 
we had three music faculty 
members and a music 
department in my building. The teachers I worked with in the Arts Center were all great 
guys. Over the years , I have been exposed to every form of entertainment , from straight 
plays to ballets , symphony orchestras to steel drum bands. I am aware of things I 
might not have experienced had I worked somewhere else. Sometimes we worked 
until the early morning hours getting a production moved out of the auditorium. I have 
sadness and sense of loss for the recent passing of Dr. John Hawkins and Richard 
Davis. 

After 31 years of service, I decide to retire , mostly because of health reasons. I plan 
to continue to work part time for a while and spend more time on my hobbies such as 
photography and gardening. 

Ms. Susan Kephart, psychologist in the college Counseling Center, is also retiring. 
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A generation of apathy 

It is a problem of representative government in a culture of apathy 
that our legislatures turn from the path of representing U.S. citizens in 
favor of representing corporate interests and striving for personal gain. 

Our government does not function the way it was meant to. If Thom- 
as Jefferson were here today, he would be calling for full-scale revolu- 
tion. 

The question is, would we listen? I think not. 

The Roman rulers had a policy of “panem et circenses,” which means 
bread and circuses. If rulers keep the ruled fed and entertained, they 
can do whatever they wish. 

This policy was not forgotten in the influence the Roman Empire had 
on our United States. 

“Reality” has become little more than a very lucrative cornerstone of 
television. Social media is plagued with “how well do you know these 
movies?” and “which Friends character are you?” quizzes and flash 
games. 

Even the news has become a corporate-controlled balance of sensa- 
tionalism and propaganda. 

Brave men shout warnings, but our ears are deafened by the sounds 
of our televisions and over-produced music. 

Edward Snowden gave up everything he had to warn us that the NS A 
is unconstitutionally spying on us, but we were blinded by the flash of 
our neon lights. 

We were told that the CIA has been suspending habeas corpus and 
torturing people; that there were no weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq; shown footage of unpunished war crimes committed by US sol- 
diers. 

“Their words like silent raindrops fell.” (Simon and Garfunkel, 1964) 

We chose to stay ignorant. We chose apathy. 

But, in the words of the great Bob Dylan, “The Times They Are a- 
Changin'.” 

Now we are beginning to wake up, and we scream blame on those 
at the top, but it was we who knelt down so that they could use our 
backs as stairs to get there. 

Our apathy was not forced on us. It was offered and we took it greed- 
ily. It was we who shrugged our responsibilities in favor of bread and 
circuses. 

The blame does not lie with the few at the top, for they are only the 
result of the masses underneath: each and every one of us. 

Jonathan Smith 


PASQUINO The student newspaper 

Potomac State College of West Virginia University 
304-788-6966 

101 Fort Ave., Keyser, WV 26726 

Faculty Adviser Fred Jacoby: fwjacoby@mail.wvu.edu 

Editor : Travis Ferrell 

Campus News Editors : Damian Powell and Drew 
Constable 

SGA Editor : Jonathan Smith 
Feature Editor : Pat McKone 

Sports Editors : Nikol Bouknight and Isaac Ferebee 
Photo Editor: Damian Powell 


Staff Writers and photographers : 

Cheri Alt, Diamond Battle, Shelby Cutlip, 

Katie DeHaven, Morgan Dyche, Maria Francis, 
James Gaston, Cyaira Kelly, DeJhard Kimbrough, 
Tyra McNeal, Nick Mulcahy, Jaiquan Parker, 
Jordan Privott, Jack Ricker, Lauren Rosedale, 
Tessa Sawyers, DaQuan Smith, Yeme Tadesse 


Owi 

To eat or not to eat? 

When you came to Potomac State College for your orientation, 
incoming residence hall students were faced with an immediate choice: 
What meal plan do I choose? Dining services offers you a 10-meal 
plan, which consist of two meals a week day; a 15-meal plan, which 
consists of three meals a week day; and a 19-meal plan that features 
three meals a week day and two a day on weekends. So, you have to 
decide, do I need cafeteria meals on weekends? 

I began my journey with a simple hypothesis: How can it be fair that 
students are forced to either buy the highest priced 19-meal plan, 
or have to provide themselves with food on weekends? Much to my 
surprise, though, I did not find the answers I thought I would. 

It started off according to plan, interviewing students. Kyler Brown, 
a sophomore baseball player, told me he chose the 19-meal plan 
because he knew he would eat on the weekends, but also noted having 
only one option for students who stay on weekends was just a way 
to make money. Giselle Rubin, a freshman pre-nursing major, said 
she needed the 19-meal plan only for weekends, and that she doesn't 
eat breakfast, and dislikes having to pay for those unused meals. I 
expected that most students only buy the 19 -meal option because 
there is no two-meal-a-day plan offered here at PSC that provides for 
weekend access to food. 

My next step was simple: interview the person in charge of dining 
services, Carol Combs. 

She told me Dining Services is an axillary service meaning that it 
operates mostly on meal plan revenue. It receives no supplement from 
the University, and ALL the revenue goes back into the service. She 
said the intent of dining services is not to make a profit. 

Another key point is the cost differential between the 15-meal plan 
and the 19-meal plan. The difference is $114 dollars. Over the course 
of the semester, that cost is only an extra $1.78 per weekend meal. It 
would be difficult for a student to eat on this sum for two days a week. 

The final point is that the current system is able to keep prices low 
because some students will miss meals they pay for. In accounting 
for that probability, students can be charged a lower rate. But, if all 
students used all the meals in the plans, prices would rise. So, to 
offer a plan in which students would eat a larger majority of the meals 
offered, (for example, a 15-meal plan that can be used on weekends, 
or a 10-meal plan plus four weekend meals) the corresponding price 
would have to be almost as high as the current 19-meal plan, possibly 
higher. Combs seemed to feel that the current system was the best 
combination of fair, efficient, and economical as possible. 

So, what do I think after doing this research? May there be a better 
way for the college to provide dining services to its residence hall 
students? Possibly. But I did find out that the current system is not 
some profit-making machine. I came out of this thinking that it is 
Potomac State's honest attempt to provide a good service, at a fair 
cost. And, in the end, that may just be what matters. 

Drew Constable 

Your personality; your clothes 

Here at Potomac State College we are blinded by its beauty and 
wisdom of learning to a point that we don't see all that's really 
happening on our campus. We come to PSC for an education and 
a bright future but some students have an unexpected experience: 
bullying. 

Bullying comes in different forms. There is online bullying, face- 
to-face bullying, mental bullying, and written or note bullying. When 
students are being bullied it hurts them and makes them feel as if 
they are nothing or even makes them want revenge. With so many 
different people on campus, it's easy for someone to be bullied. 

People get bullied for the dumbest things: the type of clothes you 
wear, how you speak, the type of music you listen to, and more. I think 
most people would say that bullying is not an issue at Potomac State, 
but it is. 

Do you wonder why some new students don't do their best? Maybe 
they feel shut down or lost, so they drop out of college and don't try to 
better their life. On this beautiful, small campus, we should not have 
to be scared to be ourselves. If we know of someone being bullied, we 
have to stop it, because if we help that one person it'll give others the 
strength to stand up. 

Stop the pain of bullies and help support your fellow Catamounts. 

Katie DeHaven 
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Summer movie sequel-a-thon 

Movie reviews by Morgan Dyche, staff writer 

The summer movie season is rapidly approaching and 
this is looking to be an amazing year for movies. Not 
only that, it is an amazing year full of sequels. Many 
were expected, some were not, but they are all highly 
anticipated. With that said, here are some of the most 
anticipated sequels coming to theaters this summer. 
Marvel’s Avengers: Age of Ultron (May 1 st ) 

Directed by: Joss Whedon 

The first Avengers film was a massive box office and 
critical hit. Add that to the absolutely incredible film 
universe that Marvel is creating and that creates high 
hopes for this sequel. Reviews are already coming out 
for this film and at the time of this writing, it stands at 
an 80 percent on Rotten Tomatoes. Hopefully, this film 
delivers on the grand scale of the Marvel universe and is 
a worthy sequel. 

Mad Max: Fury Road (May 15 th ) 

Directed by: George Miller 

Undoubtedly the film that I am most excited for this 
year, (sorry Star Wars), Mad Max looks like it is going 
to be a spectacle of car stunts and pure adrenaline. 

With George Miller, who directed the original trilogy, 
returning to his beloved franchise, I honestly think this 
could be an absolutely great film and follow-up to the 
series. 

Jurassic World (June 12 th ) 

Directed by: Colin Trevorrow 

Yet another sequel to a franchise that everyone 
thought ended a long time ago, Jurassic World has been 
sparking a lot of interest. The first teaser trailer made 
the Internet go into a frenzy and everyone's eyes were 
locked on the film. Then, the second trailer, released 
during the Super Bowl, took everything great about the 
first trailer and made it even better. I am personally 
really excited for this film because I mean, it can't be 
worse than Jurassic Park III 
Ted 2 (June 26 th ) 

Directed by: Seth McFarlane 

Everyone knew that as soon as the original Ted hit 
theaters back in 2012 that a sequel was inevitable. No 
longer than a year later, Ted 2 went into production. I 
enjoyed the first film greatly, but I'm not quite sure how 
I feel about a sequel. The trailer was funny, but the plot 
seems like it won't go very far. I still look forward to the 
film as I think that Seth McFarlane has great potential 
as a filmmaker; he just needs to find his footing. 



Members of the Campus and Community Ministry 
spent their spring break in Crisfield, Maryland, re- 
habilitating homes that were struck by Hurricane 
Sandy. Much of the town still shows heavy damage 
from the storm. This was the club’s sixth trip to dif- 
ferent storm-ravaged areas to offer aid , and mem- 
bers will be returning to Crisfield next year. 

Jonthan Smith 


'Tteovm 

YouTube 1 0 year anniversary 



“I use YouTube for music and uplay videos. 
Whenever you’re stuck in a game uplay walk- 
throughs can help. ” Alicia Loy 


“I use YouTube for watching movies such as 
Titanic and short films. I even watch the news 
sometimes. ” Crystal Dennis 


“I use YouTube for music videos and docu- 
mentaries. I also like to watch the channel 
Tipsy Bartender. ” Mattia Schrock 


Potomac State students talk about how they use YouTube. 
Photos and interviews by Damian Powell 


“I use YouTube as a source of entertainment. 

I also use it as an escape from school. I am 
getting ready to set up my own channel to be- 
come a streamer. ” Jordan Twigg 


“As a student with ADHD I can not focus 
well, but when I watch YouTube videos I 
can focus more. It is a more effective way 
for me to learn. ” Cort Anderson 
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Lady Cats host Region XX 


Baseball at home today: noon 


Coach Walton talks to his players during an 
April game. The Lady Cats softball team is set 
to host the Region XX Tournament this week- 
end for the first time in team history. The Lady 
Cats won the Western Pennsylvania Collegiate 
Conference, going 1 4-0 in the conference. They 
will face some tough opposition in Region XX. 

The team hopes you come out to see some 
games this weekend. 

Lady Cat lacrosse finishes at 6-3 

By Nikol Bouknight 
Sports Editor 

The first-year women's 
lacrosse team has a motto 
“Who are we? Lady Cats... 

Hoo-Rah!!" With a surpris- 
ingly well-rounded season 
and a record of 6-8, the 
Lady Cats has completed 
their season. 

A mix of both sopho- 
mores and freshman expe- 
rienced and inexperienced 
in the sport of lacrosse has 
been able to come togeth- 
er and perform a tremen- 
dous season for this first- 
time team here at Potomac 
State. Goalie and gradu- 
ating sophomore Jerica 
Blanding says that this 
team proved itself during 
both fall ball, which is pre- 
season, and league season. 

Blanding, along with 
Chamberlin twins Lindsey 
and Savannah, has been 
able to prove what team- 
work looks like. In previous 
games Blanding with an 
average of 1 5 saves a game 
and the twins averaging 5 
goals apiece delivering ex- 
cellent team strategy. 

According to one of the 
players, although there 
were a lot of people who 
hadn't played lacrosse be- 
fore, they took their abili- 
ties from other sports to 
help them learn and un- 
derstand the basic skills of 
lacrosse. 

“The biggest surprise 
and accomplishment this 


By Isaac Ferebee 
Sports Editor 

Doug Little is currently 
in his 18 th season as head 
coach of Potomac State 
College baseball, and this 
season is no different than 
any other. Successful. The 
Catamounts are 26-8 and 
have won their last 1 1 out 
of 13 games. “We're able 
to recruit good players... 
and once we get them here, 
we are able to work them 
really hard to get them 
better," Little said, when 
asked about his success at 
Potomac State. 

Coach Little entered 
this current season just 
22 wins shy of 600 wins 
for his career, which for 
the Catamounts was not 
a difficult task. The team 


Cat baseball plays a doubleheader today at 
noon and 2 against Lakeland Community Col- 
lege at Golden Park 


has accomplished fifteen 
seasons of more than 30 
winning games over Little's 
18 years at Potomac State. 

Despite a team batting 
average of .288, the 
Catamounts are averaging 
six runs a game. “We don't 
have that high batting 
average, but it seems like 
the guys in big situations, 
when we need a hit to get a 
run in, is when we've been 
able to do it," said Little, “So 
hopefully that is something 
that will continue, getting 
big hits, in big situations." 

To go along with the 
timely hitting has been 
dominating pitching. The 
Catamounts rank 21 st in 
the nation in earned run 
average, allowing 3.14 


season would have to be 
the fact that we all worked 
well together knowing our 
different skill levels, and 
didn't let that get in the 
way of our performances 
on the field," said Bland- 
ing. 

This combination sport 
of good hand-eye coordi- 
nation, strategy, and fo- 
cus has allowed this team 
to remain encouraged and 
targeted on getting to the 
NJCAA women's lacrosse 
playoff games. Always a 
discussion plan with her 
team, Head Coach Katelyn 
Kesecker has a course of 
action for each game with 
statistics reports and stra- 
tegic scenarios. 

Now that the 14-game 
season is over, PSC is won- 
dering have they made it 
to the NJCAA playoffs at 
.500? 

“Who are we, Lady Cats. . . 
Hoo-Rah!!" 


runs, leaving opposing 
teams with a batting 
average of .258. “Pitching 
is kind of where everything 
starts... we've got a lot of 
our pitchers back from last 
year, so that gives us a lot 
of stability," said Little. 
“We have a good group of 
freshman pitching that 
have contributed, and will 
be our foundation for next 
year." 

Now moving into the 
last week of the season, 
the Catamounts look to 
take their timely hitting 
and superb pitching into 
the playoffs, with hopes of 
adding their 12 th Region 
XX championship and 
eighth JUCO World Series 
appearance. 


Men complete first lacrosse season at PSC 


By Jay Parker 
Sports Writer 

As the spring semester’s 
end draws near, so does the 
inaugural men's lacrosse 
season. With a 3-7 record, 
according to players and 
the coach, the team played 
a “competitive and tough- 
fought season." 

“We didn't have much 
depth," says Coach Ger- 
natt. Many players were 
playing lacrosse for the 
first time, some battled in- 
juries, and some faced ac- 
ademic problems keeping 
them from playing. 

Coach went on to say 
that he was “extremely 
proud with the way the 
guys played this season." 
Though some of the expec- 
tations weren't met, some 
were and “I couldn't say 
enough about how proud I 
am of how these guys came 


together and played as a 
team; I couldn't ask for a 
better group of guys." 

Gernatt will be losing 
some players to gradua- 
tion and transfers, and he 
feels that the team is “still 
building." He has an opti- 
mistic outlook on the next 
season with talented play- 
ers returning and talented 
recruits. 

Gernatt describes his re- 
lationship with the players 
as comfortable and free- 
flowing. He says he'd often 
tell his guys to “enjoy the 
moment; enjoy right now, 
because these moments 
are fleeting and once 
they're gone, they're gone." 

Nelson Tarrant, mid- 
fielder and attacker, says, 
“We had a good season. 
We were above .500 until a 
controversial game against 
Northern Virginia Genesse 


CC, but overall success- 
ful.” Tarrant “Asap" is set 
to graduate this semes- 
ter, and ponders whether 
he'll be able to continue 
lacrosse because of his 
school endeavors but he'd 
“love to compete." 

Tarrant speaks very 
highly of his coach saying, 
“He did a good job of keep- 
ing us all on the same page. 
He encouraged us to go to 
class, study, get tutoring, 
talked to us about how to 
handle the pressure of be- 
ing a student athlete, and 
to not waste time here nor 
your parents' money. So if 
you come, at least try.” 

He says even though the 
team didn't get a fair shake 
in the playoff berthing, had 
they gotten the chance, he 
feels they “could've sur- 
prise some people and pos- 
sibly made it all the way." 





